Curator’s Choice

Xerays: Unveiling a

Fashion Accessory

Some artifacts that pass through the Maryland Archaeo-
logical Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) remind us
of the power of xrays! Archaeologists excavated this intri-
guing watch fob accessory at the Robinson Terminal
South Site (44AX235, Feature 104, Block 3, Fill 5) in Al
exandria, VA (Figure 1), and it came to the MAC Lab for

conservation treatment.
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tion to the iron were unclear. The artifact was
 xrayed at the MAC Lab to help answer these
questions and to aid conservators in cleaning.

Th= radiograph shows a complete watch
fob accessory with delicate openwork
along the top of its frame (Figure 2). The
bright contrast in the radiograph indicates a
denser metal than the surrounding co

and iron; the metal is presumed to be pre-
dominately copper alloy, though gilding may
be present. The radiograph also shows pins at
the top and bottom of the chalcedony frame
that indicate the stone could spin. The iron is
a thin folded sheet that is severely corroded.
No chain or jump ring attaches the iron to
the seal frame, so their association remains
unclear.

By: Arianna Johnston, Conservator
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Accessories included seals, which were stone
or glass set in a decorated metal bezel (Figure.
3). The stones were often engraved with ini-
tials o a family crest. Fob seals were some-
times used as a seal for documents, like a sig-
net ring, but more often, they were decora-
tive, displaying status or wealth.

'he conservation treatment for this arti-

fact is ongoing. The next steps include
freeing the fob from its iron alloy companion
and reducing the corrosion using mechanical
cleaning methods. The metal will be treated
with corrosion inhibitors and a protective.
coating. Watch our social media for more up-

lates
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